
Our Father’s Heart 
Seeing God as our perfect heavenly parent is essential to a healthy spiritual and 
emotional life. 
BY PH IL  DAV IS  

One day one of my eight-year-old sons was in the living room playing while I was reading. He had a wooden 
yardstick, and he was holding it and jumping over it. I heard the crack but pretended that I didn't in order to see his 
response. Immediately after the sound of the crack, he scurried out of the room. He stopped in the hall, just out of 
my sight, so he could survey the extent of the damage and figure out his next move. 
As my son waited in the hall, I smiled and thought, It’s pretty hard to get away with something when Dad is right 
there in the room. So I calmly called him back into the room and asked, "What happened?" 
He said, "I don't know." (All children seem to say "I don't know" when they are stalling for time.) 
Then I said softly but matter-of-factly, "You cracked the yardstick, didn't you?" 
He was caught between owning up to it and wanting to hide the evidence. So he said, "No, it's..." His voice trailed off 
as he held up the two pieces and tried to see if he could fit them together at the splintered break. So I helped out 
again and asked, "It's broken, isn't it?" 
I could see he was disappointed with himself. I knew that my son did not like disappointing me; he wanted to please 
his dad. The sadness made him take in a deep breath, and his whole countenance and spirit drooped as he slowly 
sighed. We both knew he was sorry for breaking the stick, but perhaps he was more sorry for running away, covering 
it up, and thinking of denying it all. 
I also knew that once again God was giving me a window into my relationship with Him. I couldn't help seeing myself 
in my son: a small boy caught before God my Father with a mixed bag of guilt and regret, the evidence in my hands. 
God knows the hearts of His children. He knows we sin and make mistakes. He knows when to discipline sternly and 
when to be gentle. He knows that sometimes we run from Him and  compound our problems. He knows when our 
hearts and spirits are heavy because of inner conviction and fear. He knows when it is time to lift us up. But at the 
heart of it all is God 's desire for a loving, meaningful relationship with each of His children. 
God our Father wants to become a real person to us, Someone who is more than just the moral Judge and Ruler of 
the universe. He wants us to sense His approachability and His accepting smile. 
Christianity is more than just a "theological relationship." It is a personal, intimate relationship.God does not look at 
us merely as recipients of the theological transactions of substitutionary atonement. God's love is personal.  

GOD DELIGHTS IN HIS CHILDREN 

On one particularly gloomy and skeptical day, I remember thinking that God only loves me because He has to, 
because Christ died for me, and because I put my trust in Him. I thought, He doesn't really like me or love me. He is 
obligated to love me. The remarkable truth is that God the Father does love each of us. He likes us because He 
chooses to do so. It is important for the believer to realize that God has a favorable attitude toward His children. I 
have chosen to use the word attitude because God is a Being with a personality. 
Have you ever seen a parent singing to a child to comfort and quiet the infant? Parents have always sung lullabies to 
their babies. The language of Zeph. 3:17 recalls this sort of parent-child imagery: "He will take great delight in you, 
he will quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over you with singing." This imagery reminds us of a parent comforting 
a child. The first phrase literally reads, "He will delight in you with joy." The word delight also means "rejoice." 
Similarly, the psalmist declares, "For the LORD takes delight in his people; he crowns the humble with 
salvation. Let the saints rejoice in this honor" (Psalm 149:4-5). 
Though God takes delight in our obedience, and though He can be displeased by our actions and attitudes, we must 
realize that His overall attitude toward His children is positive. God takes "delight" in His people simply because they 
are His. 

GOD PITIES HIS CHILDREN 

Sometimes as a parent you look at your children (whether they are three months, three years, thirteen, or thirty-three 
years old) and your heart goes out to them. Sometimes your heart breaks for them. God our Father goes through the 
same thing: 



“As a father has compassion on his children, 
so the Lord has compassion on those who fear him;  
for he knows how we are formed, 
he remembers that we are dust.” 
-Psalm 103:13-14 
God knows our frailty, our humanness. He realizes that He is infinitely holy and consuming, while His children are 
finite and easily consumed. The King James Version uses the term pity: "As a father pitieth his children, so the LORD 
pitieth them that fear him." 
The root of the Hebrew word here refers to deep love, mercy, and compassion. Isaiah uses this same word to refer to 
a mother's love for a nursing baby (Isaiah 49:15). A close derivative of this word actually means "womb." The word 
used in Psalm 103:13, then, encompasses ideas of tenderness and deep feeling for someone who is needy. 
The concept of God's pity is also linked to His condescension. Christ's coming to earth was to our level. God 
graciously did something regarded as beneath His dignity.... He took on human flesh and became a servant (Phil. 
2:6-8). God's condescension is His readiness to view us as we are ("he remembers that we are dust," Psalm 103:14) 
—and yet still show kindness. 
In Psalm 18 we have an image of God coming down as a Great Rescuer from Heaven to help man in need. Psalm 
18:9 says, "He parted the heavens and came down." The psalmist describes God's power and might, but the 
tenderness and sympathy come through in this image: "You stoop down to make me great" (Psalm 18:35). 
How many times have you seen fathers and mothers stoop down to help their child? A parent stoops down to give 
good eye contact and listen attentively. A parent gets down at a child's level so that the child knows his parent is 
interested and involved and so the parent's size is less intimidating. That's a picture of our God — of our Father. He 
stoops down to make us great, to lift us up. 

GOD'S HEART GOES OUT TO HIS CHILDREN 

I remember my first year as a new father. One night while holding my child I realized how much I loved the little 
infant. But I asked myself, Why? Why should I love my child? He hasn't done anything to earn my love. All he does is 
eat, sleep, cry, and make dirty diapers. He can't mow the lawn, take out the trash, or clean his room. He can't even 
talk, let alone carry on a conversation. So why do I love my child so much? 
As I thought this through, I realized that I loved my child because he was my child. He didn't have to do anything to 
make me love him; I loved him unconditionally. Is God's love for us any less? Scripture says, "This is love: not that 
we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.... We love because he first 
loved us" (1 John 4:10; 1 John 4:19). 
The Hebrew word hesed is a rich term that is difficult to translate into English. Hesed is the loyal love of God, the 
committed, covenantal bond God established with His children. The love of God is best understood in terms of a 
committed relationship. 
When you look at the love of God, put aside works, discipleship, obedience, service, and anything else you may 
mistakenly suppose earns you God's love. Each of those have their place in your relationship with God, but they do 
not secure for you the love of God. Jesus assures His followers of the depth of God's love with these profound 
words: "As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you" (John 15:9). 
There is no greater unconditional love in the universe than God's love for Jesus Christ. Jesus compares His love for 
us to the divine love of the Holy Trinity. When praying to the Father in John 17, Jesus once again compares God's 
love for the believer with the divine love inherent in the Trinity: "You have loved them even as you have loved 
me" (John 17:23). God the Father loves us with the same love He has for Christ. This is a committed love, a secure 
love, a perfect love. 
A small article caught my eye one day as I was flipping through the newspaper. It was about a father's devotion to 
his son. A disabling bike accident prevented the young man from attending college regularly, so for thirteen years 
this father had gone to classes to take notes for his disabled son so that he could graduate from college. 
The son's therapist said, "I've never seen such devotion." But the father's words seemed to say it all: "As a parent, 
you love your children; nothing is a sacrifice if you love them." I stared at the picture of the proud father with his 
broad, toothy smile, standing next to his son who was dressed in a graduation cap and gown. I was astounded by 
the father's devotion. For a moment I was jealous. 
Then I remembered the words how much more. “If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!" (Matthew 7:11, 
emphasis added). 
Jesus is not speaking about men being "evil" parents in the sense of villainous or cruel. He is saying that even 
imperfect, selfish, sinful men are motivated to be generous, decent, good fathers. If sinful men are capable of being 
good fathers, is not God our heavenly Father also motivated and capable? How much more wonderful is God than 
even the best of human fathers. 



The tragedy for many Christians is that sometimes we do not connect with the real heart of God. We tend to come to 
the story of the prodigal son with a ho-hum attitude. We've heard it before, and it seems old. But we need to read it 
with a new heart, we need to charge it full of emotion, we need to be amazed by the father's love because it is a 
picture of our heavenly Father's love. 
The story of the prodigal son should more aptly be titled, "The Parable of the Loving Father.” The father probably 
scanned the horizon daily, straining his eyes to spot a particular solitary silhouette coming across the heat waves 
rising from the arid land. And perhaps on more than one occasion, upon seeing a figure, he leaned forward and 
squinted his eyes to make out who it was. His heart might have beat a bit faster in anticipation — only to realize it 
wasn't his son but one of the field hands or a stranger. 
One day the father saw a figure in the distance, as he had many times before. Perhaps he caught a glimpse of 
something while talking to one of the servants, or perhaps while walking to the house he stopped to wipe the sweat 
from his brow and glanced in the direction his son had taken. Seeing a figure a long way off he stopped wiping his 
brow and slowly took a step forward, squinting into the distance. With the second step his heart beat faster. As only 
a parent can, he recognized his son's particular walk and stature. 
Tense with hope, the father took a quick step or two and broke into a run, not taking his eyes off his son for fear it 
might be an illusion. He called a couple of servants to fall in behind him. He already knew his plan, for he thought 
often of this moment. And he ran. It had been a long time since he had run this hard, but he hardly gave it a thought 
as his sandals flapped up clumps of dirt and dust clung to his disheveled robe. 
By the time the son realized the man running toward him was his father, he might have frozen in his tracks, 
wondering if his father was enraged and would drive him off But as he saw the bright eyes and toothy grin, he must 
have momentarily forgotten his rehearsed lines. 
A lesser parent would have waited for the son to arrive. A lesser father would have appeared a bit stoic and 
unmoved. He would have perhaps not even lifted his eyes to meet the son, but instead would have shown his 
disapproval and hurt. 
A lesser father would have outlined the conditions of the son's return instead of laying out the red carpet 
unconditionally. He would have waited for an apology before showing acceptance, and may not have warmed up 
until his son showed some real signs of change. A lesser father would have made it clear that the son had to prove 
himself worthy again. 
But in the parable in Luke 15 we are not dealing with an average father. "While he was still a long way off, his father 
saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him" (Luke 
15:20). 
How the meaning of sonship must have burst upon that young man's heart as his father dispensed with all the 
explanations and rehearsed lines of apology and quickly proceeded to throw a party in honor of his son's return. This 
was a time to rejoice. This was a time for love and acceptance and forgiveness to take center stage. 
I remember the times when I have felt more like the prodigal's brother. After walking with God for some time, I have 
at times wondered if He isn't disappointed with me. Perhaps I haven't lived up to His expectations. Sometimes I have 
caught myself wondering, as the prodigal's brother did, place was secure. 
Do you feel refreshed and secure in the love of God? Or perhaps the focus of your relationship with God has become 
how well you perform. Perhaps you have walked with God awhile. Maybe you've slipped and stumbled and plodded 
along. The prodigal's brother had been performing but lost sight of the relationship. He said in anger to his father, 
"Look! All these years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders" (Luke 15:29). Many believers are 
like that. We have been faithful Christians, but our heart attitudes have lost something and it all has become 
"slaving." The father assured his son, as God does His children, "My son... you are always with me" (Luke 15:31). 
Getting wrapped up in our "slaving" often leads to drudgery and doubt. We need to remember that even when we 
have lost our perspective, God has not: "His compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your 
faithfulness" (Lament. 3:22-23). 
The wonder of human love is far exceeded by divine love. I'm afraid in our desire to preserve God 's divinity we 
sometimes drain Him of His passion and make Him too unemotional. We need to have an image of Him that moves 
us to tears and cheers. God is a passionate God! Like the prodigal's father, our Father wears His heart on His sleeve. 

» See Also: On Your Own: A Flawless Father
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QUESTIONS 

1. What do you think of when the Bible says that God is your loving father? Maybe the word father has a negative 
meaning for you, especially if your earthly father was abusive, withdrawn, or nonexistent. 

2.  Read Romans 8:31-39 substituting the word me whenever the text says we or us. Do this exercise every day for a 
week, meditating on the perfect love of God extended to you through Jesus Christ. 

3. What other “gifts” has He given you in addition to His Son? 


