
Rediscover The Gospel’s Power 
Issues: The gospel's inherent power means life or death for every human being 
you'll ever come in contact with. Only in the gospel can mankind learn God's love, 
his holiness, and all his highest attributes.	
BY LEROY E IMS 

For the past thirty years people have been telling me about God. The taxi driver in Singapore, the university student 
in Stockholm, the senator in Washington, the businessman in Beirut the, housewife in Auckland, the singer in San 
Francisco, the millionaire in Texas, and scores of other men and women around the world have shared their views 
about God as we have sat and talked. 
Opinions abound. Many say there is no God. Some say you can't know. Others describe him in detail. 
One school of thought likens God to the person in charge of the opening ceremonies of the Olympic Games. After 
months and years of planning and preparation, his big day arrives. But once the dignitaries are seated in places of 
honor, and the proper speeches are made, and the grand march takes place, and the torch is lit and the news 
cameras record it all-his work is over. That's all he cares about. What happens after that day is of no concern to him. 
He has gotten the whole thing started and that's that. 
That's one view of God. He wound up the world, set it in motion, and his work was ended. He is no longer involved. 
He doesn't pay attention anymore. He did his part then turned his back and walked away. What happens now is not 
his responsibility. 
The people who hold this view argue that if God did have some interest in or responsibility for what has taken place 
in history or what is reported in today's newspaper, surely he would do something about all of it. Wouldn't he 
intervene in some way to stop all the bondage and bloodshed and tears and sorrow? Wouldn't he step in and set 
things right? If he saw it all and was in some way responsible, yet did nothing about it-what sort of God would that 
be? Uncaring? Weak? Helpless? 
No, they say, it must be that his responsibilities ended when he created the earth and set it in motion. 
A second view is that God is like a referee with bad eyesight who has lost his glasses on the soccer field. He just 
doesn't know what's going on. 
Once in a while he blows the whistle and someone is penalized, but not very often. He misses most of the fouls. He's 
out there with his whistle, and he has the authority and power to stop the foul play and punish wrongdoers-but he 
rarely does. 
Maybe he has lost interest in the game, and spends his time on the sideline chatting with the coaches. Or maybe he 
has blown the whistle so often, called so many fouls, and warned the players so many times, that when the 
infractions continue he just shrugs his shoulders and says, "What's the use?" But the likelihood is that he just can't 
see very well. He cares, but he just doesn't know what's going on. If he did, surely he would step in more often and 
warn or punish the offenders. 
Another view of God is that he is like a referee on the soccer field to whom the rules of the game mean nothing. He 
sees one team go offside, but it doesn't bother him. He sees the high kick which nearly takes off a player 's ear, but 
he says, "Oh, well-never mind." He watches a player trip his opponent and says, "Play on. He probably won't do it 
again." He sees a player catch the ball with his hands and run the length of the field, but says, "He doesn't do it very 
often." 
Anything goes. There are rules-but they aren't enforced. God's total personality is love and tolerance, and he is too 
kind to punish anyone. He is a sentimental old grandfather who smiles as he overlooks the rules of the game. So go 
ahead and break them. Go ahead and live as though there were no regulations. God doesn't really care. 
A fourth view is that God does care-but only about certain things. His prime concern is that you carry out certain 
formalities. He is extremely demanding in this. He watches over certain religious practices with a microscope. 
Nothing can be the least bit out of order, and nothing must be neglected. 
So if you go through these formalities at the proper place at the proper time in the proper way, you are doing all that 
God requires. If you say your prayers, bring your offering, burn your incense, bow or kneel or sit in a certain way, 
read a certain book, and chant or sing the right words, you are okay. What you do the rest of the day is your own 
business. You can beat your wife, cheat your customers, tell lies, or live in immorality, and God is not the least bit 
concerned. 
A fifth view is that you are your own god. Whatever you decide is right. You make the rules. If it seems good to you, 
go ahead and do it. There is no God in heaven watching what you do. There is no reward or punishment beyond the 
grave. This life is all you have, so make the most of it. Live it up. Give yourself to pleasure, profit power, possessions, 
prestige, popularity. The universe revolves around you. You are God. 



Still another view of God is just the opposite. In this view, God is watching everything you do-taking note of your 
every thought and act. If he sees you step the least bit out of line, he comes down hard with punishment that is swift 
and severe. 
He is like a cosmic King Kong, and you live in abject terror of him. He roams the earth in watchful anger, ever ready 
to pounce on anyone who does the slightest thing of which he disapproves. 
His mighty power prompts only one response-fear. For you know yourself well enough to know you are not perfect. 
You make many mistakes and sin in many ways. So you spend your life anticipating the time when his heavy hand 
will come crashing down on you in anger. There is no love for him in your heart no song of thankfulness and  praise. 
The only act of worship you know is to try to bring an offering or perform an act that will appease and placate him. 
He is big and powerful and strict, and you're afraid of him. 

THE STRANGER 

A seventh view of God is different still. He's like a stranger behind a locked door in a room you are forbidden to enter. 
You sense he's in there, but he gives no clue as to what he is like, what pleases and displeases him, or how to make 
any sort of personal contact with him. 
That was my God. To me, he was a total mystery. 
I was one of those who thought God probably had a set of scales somewhere. When I died, my good deeds would 
go on one side and my bad deeds on the other, and whichever way the scales tipped would be the way I would go. 
The way I was living at the time didn't give me a great deal of consolation in that thought but nevertheless it was the 
best idea I could come up with. 
One night after we had been married six or eight months and were sitting in the living room talking, my wife said, 
"What's going to happen to us when we die?" 
I said I always had this idea of the scales, but I really didn't know. "I'll tell you what," I said. "I'll go down to the library 
tomorrow and see if I can find a book on religion that explains this kind of thing." 
The next day I went to the library, and felt really out of place. I was a railroad worker and an ex-marine, and I hadn't 
spent a lot of time in libraries. I didn't quite know how to act. 
I nervously walked over to a woman sitting behind a desk, and asked, "Do you have any books on religion?" She said 
yes, and directed me to an entire wall filled with books. 
This was back in the forties, and all the religious books then were hardback and had black or grey or dark green 
covers. I didn't know where to start. I walked back and forth trying to find something. I couldn't even understand 
most of the titles. 
So I took one with the shortest title I could find and checked it out. It was a great book and I really enjoyed it — Ben 
Hur — but it still didn't answer my questions. I began asking other people my questions, but nobody seemed to be 
able to give me a direct answer. Finally, after a number of false starts down a few blind alleys, I was successful. God 
revealed himself to me. In the Scriptures I found all my questions answered. 
Let me tell you a story that explains how I felt at the time. A family moved to a big city, and found a completely 
furnished apartment available for immediate occupancy. They moved in, unpacked their belongings, and began to 
feel at home. 
But soon they started to be concerned. Their apartment was on the ground floor of a twenty-five-story high-rise. The 
owner lived on the top floor, and no one else lived between the ground floor and the twenty-fifth floor. Also, there 
was no elevator, and no stairs. 
The neighbors were full of rumors. They told how the owner wanted the rent paid on the exact day and in the exact 
amount but that he wouldn't say how much it was or when it was due. And even if you did find out how much it was 
and when it was due, it didn't help you because the following month he might change everything. Yet there was no 
way to make personal contact with him to talk things over. He was out of reach, and contact with him was out of the 
question. 
The family lived their days in uncertainty. They wanted to please the owner, but had no way of finding out for sure 
how to do it. 
Then one day a marvelous thing happened. There was a knock on the door, and when they opened it-there stood the 
owner! He was not in any way like the rumors said he was. He was kind, loving, warm, and generous. He wanted to 
find out what he could do to make their stay in the apartment more pleasant. He wanted to give them whatever 
would make their lives happier and more enjoyable. Was there anything they needed? Anything that troubled them? 
Anything that caused them worry? He would take care of it for them. It seemed to the family that the owner was 
telling them he loved them and wanted to help them. 
That's the kind of impression I had when God revealed himself as I read the Holy Scriptures. Because in the 
Scriptures we find the gospel of Jesus Christ, who came to reveal to us what God is really like. He said, "He who has 
seen me has seen the Father." 



When I discovered this, my search was over. In Christ I was united personally and eternally with God. I discovered 
the way to God, the truth about God, and the life lived in fellowship with God. For Jesus said, "I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life." 

WHAT IS THE GOSPEL 

What is the gospel? 
Paul said in Galatians 1:8, "But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we 
preached to you, let him be eternally condemned!" So it is very important that you and I know exactly what the 
gospel is, and preach the true gospel. 
In Romans 1:1, Paul said he was "a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of 
God." The gospel is the gospel of God. It is of divine origin. It is not something somebody sat down one day and 
thought up. And Paul was saying, "I've got a hedge about me- I'm not free to go off and do just anything. I have one 
thing I am set apart for, one thing God has called me for-and that is the gospel of God." 
Paul used a different name for the gospel in Romans 15:19-"From Jerusalem all the way around to Illyricum, I have 
fully proclaimed the gospel of Christ." The gospel i s the good news of Christ. The same phrase is in l Cor. 9:12-"We 
put up with anything rather than hinder the gospel of Christ.” 
Other names are found in Acts 20:24-"the gospel of the grace of God"; in Ephes. 6:15-"the gospel of peace"; and in 2 
Cor. 4:4-"the gospel of the glory of Christ." All through the New Testament, the Spirit of God has chosen to reveal to 
us various aspects of the gospel, to help us understand this marvelous thing that has been communicated and 
entrusted to us. 
In Romans 1:16, Paul said, "I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of 
everyone who believes." The gospel is not only the message of salvation, but it is also the very instrument through 
which the Spirit of God works to bring people to eternal life in Christ. It contains not only the facts, but also the 
power itself to do the job. The gospel has a unique power inherent in itself. Until that power is released there is no 
regeneration, and no salvation. 
In the next verse-Romans l:17-Paul said that the gospel reveals the righteousness of God. This is an important point, 
because there is a lot about God that we can know apart from the gospel or even apart from the Bible. We can look 
at the mountains and the seas and all the great splendors of creation, and we can learn about God 's majesty, his 
power, his beauty. But if we want to learn about the righteousness of God, the holiness of God, the grace of God, the 
love of God-then we've  got to go to the gospel, for in the gospel those great attributes of God are revealed. We 
know nothing about them apart from the gospel. 
That's why we must be out sharing the gospel with others, because that's the only way people can learn those 
things. They are all revealed in one narrow, little place-the gospel-and nowhere else. This same gospel is what you 
and I are given to share. Imagine that! 
In 1 Thes. 2:4 we are given one of the most mind-boggling statements concerning the gospel in the entire Bible. 
Paul, said, "We speak as men approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel." Think about it. The gospel is God 
's only means of revealing his love, his righteousness, his forgiveness, his redemption-and yet he has taken that 
gospel and entrusted it to us. 
Imagine you are a military commander in the Second World War, and you are given the responsibility for freeing 
prisoners from a Nazi concentration camp. The information you've received about what is happening in the camp is 
so foul and ugly that you can hardly believe the reports as you get them. 
Between you and the concentration camp is one narrow bridge. It is your only means of access, your only way of 
attaining your objective. If you're any kind of military commander at all, you'll make sure you keep control of that 
bridge. 
The unbelievable thing for us is that God has only one means of access to the human heart-only one way to reveal 
Jesus Christ to the human soul and to bring men and women to salvation-and that is the gospel. Yet, wonder of 
wonders, he has taken that gospel and committed it to us! We've been entrusted with God 's only means of 
communicating his love and forgiveness and redemption and grace and mercy-his only way of breaking into the 
heart of man. 
That is an act of faith on God 's part. If you don't think so, look around. We Christians are a pretty ordinary bunch, 
you know. We're not a bunch of superstars. But we're the ones with whom God has entrusted this precious message 
of the gospel. When I think about this, I can hardly believe it! 

THE LIVING CHRIST DIED FOR YOU 

The most important passage on the actual content of the gospel could well be 1 Cor. 15:1-4. Paul said that in 
declaring the gospel, "what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures." The 
death, the burial, and the resurrection of Jesus Christ make up the contents of  the gospel. 



The ministry of the apostles in the book of Acts confirms this definition of the gospel. They talked about a living 
Christ who at a point in history was crucified, but who is now alive. 
In Acts 2, Peter said of Jesus, "This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, 
with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. But God raised him from the dead, freeing 
him from the agony of death" (Acts 2:23-24). 
In Acts 3, Peter preached again: "You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead" (Acts 3:15). 
In Acts 4, Peter proclaimed "the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from 
the dead" (Acts 4:10). 
In Acts 5, Peter and the other apostles said, "The God of our fathers raised Jesus from the dead-whom you had 
killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might give 
repentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel" (Acts 5:30-31). 
All the way through Acts we find this message of a living Christ who at one point in history died for our sins, but was 
resurrected. 
When Paul in Acts 16 had a vision of a man from Macedonia begging him to come and help, Paul and his 
companions had the assurance that God had called them to go to Macedonia for one purpose: "to preach the gospel 
to them" (Acts 16:10). For the apostles, the single, all-important thing in life was to give out the message of the 
gospel. 
They had learned this, of course, from Jesus himself. When Jesus, the eternal Son of God, showed up there among 
the common, ordinary folk of Galilee, he could have fascinated them by telling them all kinds of things. But what did 
he tell them? "Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, and saying, 'The time is fulfilled, 
and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent ye, and believe the gospel "'(Mark 1:14-15, KJV). He told them the gospel, 
because without the gospel people are eternally lost. 
Our own faith is built upon the foundation of the apostles and the prophets, with Jesus Christ himself being the chief 
cornerstone. Jesus Christ preached the gospel, and the apostles preached the gospel, and as we learn what God 
expects of us, we will also realize that proclaiming this gospel is important to God. 

WHY GOOD NEWS? 

You and I are on a great mission, a world changing mission that is the world's only hope. We cannot stress too much 
the importance of that mission in light of the desperate situation the world faces. 
The gospel is "good news." Why is it good news? Because through the gospel God "has rescued us from the 
dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, and 
forgiveness of sins" (Col. 1:13-14). 
The gospel is good news because through all the Scriptures that relate to the gospel we find two great words, mercy 
and grace. In his mercy, God keeps us from all that we rightfully deserve-condemnation, death, hell. And in his grace, 
God gives us all those things we have no right to-his forgiveness, his love, his peace. When you think about that you 
could hardly improve on the system. God keeps us from all that we really have coming to us, and gives us all that we 
have no right to at all. We should blow trumpets when we talk about God's mercy and grace! 
The gospel is also good news because through it "Christ has set us free" (Galatians 5:1). How many people do you 
know who are entangled in bondage? Where can they find freedom? In only one place-in Jesus Christ. 
The gospel is also good news because of what Paul says in Romans 5:1-"Since we have been justified through faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ" (Romans 5:1). Paul uses the term justification here, a word 
from courts of law. It is the legal act by which God simply declares a person righteous, based upon the perfect 
righteousness of Jesus Christ. 
What great truths these are-all wrapped up in one fine, narrow, razor's-edge point: the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
But it all happened at a terrible, terrible price. 
The truth of 2 Cor. 5:21 is awesome: "God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in hi m we might 
become the righteousness of God." Christ who had no sin, was made sin, so that you and I, who have no 
righteousness, might be made righteous. 
Jesus Christ came from what the hymn writer calls "the ivory palaces," the purity of heaven. And at the appointed 
time in his life on earth, all the world's sin was laid on him-all the sin of Paris and Rome and Rio and New Orleans 
and New York and Singapore and Bangkok and Tokyo, all the sin of all the world of all time. He was actually made 
sin, so that we can speak of the gospel of Christ being a free gift to us. It is free because one person paid a terrible 
price for it. Jesus Christ died, and was made sin, for us. 
The agony of the cross was not so much the nail s and so on, though that was hard enough. The real agony was 
when Jesus Christ was made to bear all the rotten, polluted sin of all time. 
That is the message we have. That's our gospel: the good news that in Christ God came to this world and gave his 
life for people who today are ignoring him, mocking him, or perhaps searching for him. But whatever they do, we 
have a message for them: The living Christ died for our sins, and rose again! 
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