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STP Missions Study 
 

The Bible is a compilation of 66 different books, written by forty different 

authors, on three continents, over a span of almost 2000 years. Despite this, 

it tells one uniform story of God creating the world to be filled with 

worshippers of him from every tribe, nation, and tongue represented on 

earth. 

 

Over the next eight weeks, we’ll briefly survey God’s Word and God’s World 

with the aim of better understanding His heart and overarching purpose for 

His people. 

 

In Genesis 1:28, we see God’s purpose is to fill the earth with worshippers of 

him. This always has been and still is God’s priority. As the story unfolds, we 

see that the call to “fill the earth” is not merely a procreative calling but a 

spiritual one through which God gathers whole-hearted worshippers from 

among every nation on earth.  

 

We’ll trace God’s global purpose all the way to the end in the book of 

Revelation where we see the final fulfillment of God’s covenant to Abram, 

the families of the earth blessed in Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

Terms to know: 

Unreached People Group (UPG): 

JoshuaProject.net defines an unreached people group as a an ethnolinguistic people 

group in which there is no indigenous community of believing Christians with adequate 

numbers and resources to evangelize this people group without outside assistance. 

Unengaged People Group (UUPG): 

UUPG’s are a subset of UPG’s who are not only unreached, but even further there is no 

known church planting strategy in place by which they may be reached.  
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June 9 

 

Nations Created, Nations Pursued.  
The Tower of Babel in Genesis 11 leads to the birth of peoples of various languages and 

nations. God does not wait long to begin his pursuit, the very next chapter after 

ethnolinguistic peoples are created, God makes a covenant with Abram to bless all the 

families of the earth through him. 

 

Scripture Focus: Genesis 12:1-5a 

 

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's 

house to the land that I will show you.   And I will make of you a great nation, and I will 

bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.   I will bless those 

who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the 

earth shall be blessed.” 

So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was 

seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.   And Abram took Sarai his wife, 

and Lot his brother's son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the 

people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan.  
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What can we observe about Abram from this passage? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What can we observe about God from this passage? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why does God bless Abram? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who have you been blessed to be a blessing to? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Focus: CCP Team in Thailand 

This week we pray for our CCP Team spending the summer serving a church-planting 

team in Thailand. There is currently one missionary for every 260,000 Buddhists in the 

world, the harvest is plentiful but the laborers are few. 

Pray for: 

● Relational warmth and friendships to be established by the team. 

● Spiritual openness and interest among the Thai people. 

● BBC’s workers in the area who are focusing on church-planting both in Bangkok 

and in the rural north. 

● A feasible plan to be established and implemented to engage the unengaged MPI 

people group in the rural north. 
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June 16 

 

Come and See. 

Time has passed and much has changed, but in today’s passage we see the same two 

themes we saw last week: God is still blessing his people and the nations of the earth are 

being blessed as a result. For many years God has moved his people all over the region, 

all the while using them to illustrate his goodness to the nations without a god to hope in. 

 

Scripture Focus: Deuteronomy 4:1-8 

“And now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the rules that I am teaching you, and do 

them, that you may live, and go in and take possession of the land that the Lord, the God 

of your fathers, is giving you. You shall not add to the word that I command you, nor take 

from it, that you may keep the commandments of the Lord your God that I command you. 

Your eyes have seen what the Lord did at Baal-peor, for the Lord your God destroyed 

from among you all the men who followed the Baal of Peor. But you who held fast to the 

Lord your God are all alive today. See, I have taught you statutes and rules, as the Lord 

my God commanded me, that you should do them in the land that you are entering to 

take possession of it. Keep them and do them, for that will be your wisdom and your 

understanding in the sight of the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will 

say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.’ For what great nation 

is there that has a god so near to it as the Lord our God is to us, whenever we call upon 

him?  And what great nation is there, that has statutes and rules so righteous as all this 

law that I set before you today?” 
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Why does God command his people to keep and do his commandments? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How does Moses anticipate the peoples responding to God’s faithfulness to Israel? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How might your relationship with God stir others to want to know him? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Focus: The People of Somalia 

This week we pray for the nation of Somalia, an Islamic nation located in the horn of 

Africa. 

According to OperationWorld.org, Somalia is 0.0 percent evangelical Christian. Somalia 

consistently ranks among the top places in the world for Christian persecution. 

Pray for: 

● Gospel breakthrough in this dry land. 

● Laborers to be raised up and sent into this harvest. 

● The 75,000 Somalis in the Twin Cities, pray that the church would welcome them 

and show them God’s love. Might God be calling you to welcome them? 
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June 23 

 

Let the Nations Be Glad.  
This week we find the same storyline in the Psalms. Central to God’s plan is the peoples 

of the earth praising him. He is not content with the praise of ethnic Israel but is jealous 

for an Israel that consists of all the nations of the earth. 

 

Scripture Focus: Psalm 67 

May God be gracious to us and bless us 

    and make his face to shine upon us, Selah 

that your way may be known on earth, 

    your saving power among all nations. 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

    let all the peoples praise you! 

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

    for you judge the peoples with equity 

    and guide the nations upon earth. Selah 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

    let all the peoples praise you! 

The earth has yielded its increase; 

    God, our God, shall bless us. 

God shall bless us; 

    let all the ends of the earth fear him! 
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What must happen before all the peoples of the earth will praise him? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How might you take part in that? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Prayer Focus: East Asia 

This region of the world, including Mongolia, Korea, Japan, Taiwan, and China, is 

becoming increasingly hostile to Christian workers. Despite the increased hostility, the 

church is growing at rapid rates with some saying as many as 10,000 Chinese people are 

coming to faith every single day. 

Pray for: 

● Multiple former COM students and staff now serving in various capacities in the 

region. 

● The church to grow despite the rising number of Christian workers being banned 

from the region. 

● Perseverance for the church in the face of extreme persecution. 
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June 30 

 

A House of Prayer For All Nations.  
Today we look at a passage Jesus cites in Matthew 21:13. We continue to see that God is 

not subtle throughout the Old Testament about his desire to gather for himself a people 

that is made up of far more than the Israelites. 

 

Scripture Focus: Isaiah 56:4-8 

 

  For thus says the Lord, 

“To the eunuchs who keep My sabbaths, 

And choose what pleases Me, 

And hold fast My covenant, 

To them I will give in My house and within My walls a memorial, 

And a name better than that of sons and daughters; 

I will give them an everlasting name which will not be cut off. 

“Also the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, 

To minister to Him, and to love the name of the Lord, 

To be His servants, every one who keeps from profaning the sabbath 

And holds fast My covenant; 

Even those I will bring to My holy mountain 

And make them joyful in My house of prayer. 

Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be acceptable on My altar; 

For My house will be called a house of prayer for all the peoples.” 

The Lord God, who gathers the dispersed of Israel, declares, 

“Yet others I will gather to them, to those already gathered.” 

In this context, who is the foreigner? 
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How does the foreigner gain access to the Lord? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do “foreigners” gain access to the Lord today? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Focus: International Students 

Nearly 1 million international students study in the US each year with over 60% of them 

coming from highly unreached regions of the world. 80% of those students will never set 

foot in an American home. The 4 largest groups of international students studying in the 

Twin Cities come from places where missionaries are banned or unwelcome. 

Pray for: 

● Opportunities for staff and students to connect with international students on 

campus. 

● Spiritual openness among these students as they experience a new culture and 

lifestyle. 

● Many of these “foreigners” to be joined to the Lord and sent back to their nations 

as ambassadors for Christ. 
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July 7 

 

Sent. 
We now turn to the New Testament where we see a new phase of God’s global plan. With 

the life, death, and resurrection of Christ we now see God take a more pronounced 

approach in gathering the nations, by decisively sending his people to the nations yet to 

be reached. 

 

Scripture Focus: John 20:21, Matthew 28:18-20, Acts 1:8 

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the 

disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to 

them, “Peace be with you.”   When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his 

side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.   Jesus said to them again, 

“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.”   And when he 

had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” 

 

   And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 

to me.    Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 

commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
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What did the Father send Jesus to do? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is Jesus sending his followers to do? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What are practical implications of “sentness” being core to your Christian identity? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Focus: Bethlehem’s 25x25 Initiative 

25x25 is   Bethlehem’s current initiative to plan 25 new churches and engage 25 

unengaged people groups by the year of 2025. 

Pray for: 

● Church planting teams to be raised up to fulfill this vision. Might God be calling 

you to join a domestic or international church planting team? 

● Bethlehem Global Partners in South Asia in the process of developing plans to 

engage and reach multiple unengaged people groups. 
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July 14 

 

Even To The Gentiles.  
Jesus commissioned his disciples into the world to make disciples of all nations. But just 

like we so often do, they gravitated toward what they knew, the comfort of their own 

culture. Nonetheless, God’s pursuit of the nations continues. This week we see God send 

his Spirit to fall upon the gentile nations. 

 

Scripture Focus: John 10:16, Acts 10:34-45 

 

And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will 

listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 

 

So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality,  

but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.   As 

for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ 

(he is Lord of all),   you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea, beginning 

from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: how God anointed Jesus of 

Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing all 

who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.   And we are witnesses of all that 

he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by 

hanging him on a tree, but God raised him on the third day and made him to appear,   not 

to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and 

drank with him after he rose from the dead.   And he commanded us to preach to the 

people and to testify that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living and 

the dead.   To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him 

receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. 

And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, 

because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 
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Why might Peter have been surprised to see the Holy Spirit fall on the Gentiles? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you ever found yourself gravitating away from another culture, toward your home 

culture? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Focus: Eastern Europe 

Since the fall of communism God has opened many doorways for gospel workers to gain 

access to this previously closed region. Unfortunately the atheistic roots of communism 

still run deep, making this a difficult and slow place for gospel work. 

Pray for: 

● Bethlehem Global Partners in Prague who have taken part in the planting of 22 

different churches with more on the way this year. 

● More gospel workers to be raised up and sent into the region. 
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July 21 

 

How Will They Hear?  
The story continues. Last week we saw an example of God saving the nations, this week 

we see a reminder of how much work remains to be done. Paul reminds us that God’s 

plan has not changed, but much work remains. 

 

Scripture Focus: Romans 10:11-21 

 

  For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.”   For 

there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, 

bestowing his riches on all who call on him.   For “everyone who calls on the name of the 

Lord will be saved.” 

How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 

believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without 

someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, 

“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!”But they have not all 

obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard from 

us?” So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. 

But I ask, have they not heard? Indeed they have, for 

“Their voice has gone out to all the earth, 

    and their words to the ends of the world.” 

But I ask, did Israel not understand? First Moses says, 

“I will make you jealous of those who are not a nation; 

    with a foolish nation I will make you angry.” 

Then Isaiah is so bold as to say, 

“I have been found by those who did not seek me; 

    I have shown myself to those who did not ask for me.” 

But of Israel he says, “All day long I have held out my hands to a disobedient and 

contrary people.” 
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Paul references two different roles in the nations hearing the gospel (vs. 14-15), what are 

they? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Which of those roles do you see yourself landing in? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Focus: North Africa 

Pray for: 

● A former UNWSP student who is now serving on a church-planting team in the 

region. Just a few years ago she was on the same project you are! 

● Other BBC workers in the region using business to gain access to otherwise 

inaccessible areas. 

● The ongoing refugee crisis to be used as an opportunity for North Africans to 

experience God’s love and hospitality. 
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July 28 

 

Every Nation, From All Tribes and Peoples and 

Languages.  
We end our study with a spoiler. God gives us a glimpse into the future we have to look 

forward to. Not only did God commission his people and promise his power and 

presence (Matthew 28:18-20), he also told us in advance how the story will end.  

 

Scripture Focus: Revelation 7:9 

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every 

nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and 

before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands,   and crying 

out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the 

Lamb!” 

 

 

 

 

 

What is taking place in today’s passage? 

 

 

 

 

Can you see any connections between today’s passage and God’s covenant to Abraham 

in Genesis 12, 15, and 22? 

 

 

 

 

From Genesis to Revelation, we have seen that God is and always has been on mission 

to gather a people from every tribe, nation, and tongue. 2 billion people on earth still 

haven’t even heard of the salvation found in Jesus. How will you join God in this mission? 
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Prayer Focus: Arabian Peninsula 

Although climatically and spiritually dry, this region is ripe with opportunities for God’s 

people to be a blessing. COM is currently developing opportunities in strategic cities in 

the region in partnership with like-minded long term workers. 

Pray for: 

● Former CO graduates who have used their degrees to gain access to this region. 

● Gospel fruit among the highly unreached and resistant peoples of the region. 

● One large city with almost 2 million people and only 9 known believers. 

● Ask God if he might have you use your gifts and skills to be a blessing in an area 

like this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s Next? 

Is God stirring your heart with excitement about what he is doing among the nations? 

Here are four practical steps you can take: 

1. Pray.  Commit to setting aside regular time in August and during the school year to 

pray for the world. Use resources like OperationWorld.org and JoshuaProject.net 

2. Go.  Pray about joining a future CCP team, CO LEAD, or other team to gain 

cross-cultural experience. 

3. Welcome.  Go out of your way to welcome the nations that have gathered in the 

Twin Cities.  

4. Learn.  Read a book like  The Ten Modules  by the Traveling Team to learn more 

about God’s heart for the world and how you can be involved. Or take a class like 

Perspectives on the World Christian Movement . Go to perspectives.org to find a 

class near you. 
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