
The Gospel 

There is a lot of confusion in Christendom today even within the Campus Outreach ministry over the questions, what 
is the gospel, and what is the proper response to the gospel. It is obvious that confusing the gospel is one of Satan's 
main ploys to hinder people from entering the kingdom. Therefore, the challenge before us is to present with clarity 
the message which we have been entrusted. 

In answer to the question, what is the gospel, it might be appropriate to point out what the gospel is not. The gospel 
is not repent and believe. Repent and believe is what the Bible states is the proper response to the gospel. The 
Campus Outreach ministry has put an emphasis over the past couple of years on the proper response to the gospel 
in attempting to clarify the confusion here, but as a result, many students, and even staff confuse the gospel with the 
response to the gospel. The result of this is that people have clarity in understanding the proper response which is 
repent and believe, but there is an imbalance in their presentation of the gospel. A message heavy on repent and 
believe results in a person knowing what to do, but not being very motivated to do anything. That's why it is 
important that we present the good news of Jesus Christ, or the gospel, with extreme clarity as well as the response 
to the gospel. 

The following verses may be helpful in your personal study in answering the question, what is the gospel. Each one 
of these verses contains a statement by Paul or Christ saying that this is their gospel. 

1. I Cor. 1 5:3-6 
2. Col. 1:13-23 
3. Rom. 2:16 
4. II Tim. 2:8 
5. Acts 20:24 
6. Mark 1:15 

The following is the summation of the elements of the gospel that are mentioned in these verses: 

1. Jesus was the promised Messiah. 
2. Christ died and was buried for man's sins. 
3. Christ was raised from the dead. 
4. Christ's death made redemption, reconciliation, and forgiveness of sins possible. 
5. Christ is supreme and Lord. 
6. Christ is God. 
7. Man was alienated from God because of his evil behavior. 
8. God will judge man through Christ. 
9. Salvation is by God's grace. 
10. Salvation comes through faith in Christ. 

A person should understand all of these key elements of the gospel before he is asked to respond to the gospel. 
But it may not be necessary to verbalize all these elements to a person who has been previously exposed to 
Christianity and the claims of Christ. 
When a person understands the gospel, he must answer the question, what is the response that Christ requires of 
me. The response is quite simply, that he must receive Christ. In John 1:12 it says, "Yet to all that received Him, to 
those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God.” The question then arises, how does 
one receive Christ. 
The Bible is very clear on this matter and says that one receives Christ by repenting and believing. Both Mark 1:15 
and Acts 20:21 state repenting and believing as the proper response to be made to the gospel. 

At this point it would be helpful to define what it means to repent and to believe. The Greek work for repentance is 
metanoeo, this means to perceive afterwards, to change one's mind or purpose. It is always used in connection with 
sin and a change for the better. There is one exception where it is not used in relation to sin and that is in Luke 17. 
Therefore, to repent means to change your mind. Someone who repents would, for example, change his mind in the 
following way: he would change from having a negative attitude toward God to having a positive attitude toward 
God. He would change his mind about his guilt, he would quit denying his guilt and start confessing his guilt for sin. 



He would change from having a positive attitude toward sin to having a negative attitude toward sin. Lastly, he would 
change from desiring to please self to desiring lo please God. 

A couple of common misconceptions about what it means to repent would be, first of all, that repentance just 
involves feeling sorry about your sin. In II Cor. 7:9-11, Paul makes it clear that repentance involves feeling sorrow 
over your sin, but more than that, it involves a change of mind which ultimately results in a change of life. The other 
misconceptions that could come in the area of understand ing repentance is that to repent, one must clean up his 
act. Obviously this is not the case. That salvation is not by works is stated clearly in Eph. 2:8-9. Repentance is 
commanded of man by God, but the ability to do so must be granted by God and therefore should not be seen as a 
work done by man for salvation. Scriptural references are Acts 5:31, Acts 1 1:18, Romans 2:4, II Tim. 2:25. The 
common misconception, that repentance involves not only the changing of one's mind, but also the cessation of the 
accompanying sins is often seen as salvation by works. Because of this misunderstanding, many who preach the 
gospel, with good intentions, have neglected to preach repentance altogether in an effort to keep pure the message 
of salvation by grace alone. 

To believe (the Greek word is pisteuo) means to be persuaded of and hence to place confidence in, to trust, reliance 
upon, not mere credence. Therefore, it can simply be stated that one must place his trust in Christ. One of the 
common misconceptions about believing is that it is enough to simply believe intellectually. James 2:19 says that 
even the demons believe and shudder and that they are not saved, so this obviously is a misconception. 
Romans 10:9 says that one must believe with his heart, therefore it is not enough to believe with your head alone. 

One of the major misconceptions about what it means to repent and believe is that repentance and belief are 
separate actions which can take place at separate times. Actually repenting and believing are two aspects of one 
action. For example, to get married and quit being single is one action with two aspects. Repenting and believing is 
not to be compared with, for example eating dinner and going to the movies which are two separate actions. It 
should be under stood that one could not repent without believing, nor believe without repenting. For someone to 
come to the point that they believe that Jesus Christ loves them and will save them by His grace and therefore place 
their trust in Him, a person must change his mind about some things and therefore repent. Or to say it from another 
angle, if a person placed his trust in Christ, he has changed his mind about what he should trust for his salvation. 
For one to believe that he accepted Christ as Savior as a result of believing and later received Christ as Lord as a 
result of repenting, would stem from such a misconception. One must understand that Christ is both Savior and Lord 
and when one accepts Him, he must accept Him as both. No more could Weyman Prater marry a black woman and 
accept her as a woman but not a black, could one accept Christ as Savior but not as Lord. Because these are simply 
two aspects of one action, as one reads through the gospels, they will find that when people were talked with about 
what they needed to do to accept Christ, at times only one of these aspects were mentioned. This is not to be 
understood as an incomplete description of what one must do to receive Christ, but simply a tailored message to the 
person, helping him understand the aspect that he needed to come to grasp. 

In conclusion, it is important that we continue to present the good news of Jesus Christ clearly, not just emphasize 
the response, we must continue though to provide real clarity to our students and the lost world about the proper 
response to the gospel. We must help others understand that there is one response one needs to make, which is 
receiving Christ, and that response involves repenting and believing. We need to be careful not to make repentance 
sound like a works-salvation even though works do certainly follow true repentance. It is also important that we 
emphasize that salvation is by faith alone and that trust must be placed in Christ and not in self. 


