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Issues: Tuning into God’s timing will help you live at a reasonable pace — and still accomplish everything of 
importance in your life. It all begins with careful prayer and planning, as you give your schedule and all your goals 
and dreams to God.  

Surely everyone has felt frustrated with how few hours there are in a day. We simply can't do everything we would 
like to do — or think we should d — in any given amount of time. 
A key to godly time management is realizing that "there is an anointed time for everything" and "a time for every 
event under heaven" (Ecclesiastes 3:1, NASB). "The wise heart will know the proper time and procedure. For there is 
a proper time and procedure for every matter" (Ecclesiastes 8:5-6. KIV). 
The Hebrew word used in Ecclesiastes for time has the connotation of “season, duration, advancement." To advance 
effectively in life, making true progress, we need to find the right season for each goal, and the proper duration for 
each duty and delight. 
It is as though God gives each of us hundreds of notes and chords that we are to form into a symphony. These notes 
and chords are the ideas, gifts, relationships, and duties that are ours, and which have potential for forming 
magnificent melodies, harmonics, and rhythms. But they come to us in the dimension of time, and it is our 
responsibility to let God teach us the exact moment when each one should sound out its fanfare, its delicate run, or 
its slow progression. 
Paul Tournier quotes this principle from Bovet’s The Art of Finding Time: “God’s plan includes delay. It isn’t just a 
matter of doing what God wants, but doing it when he wants.” 
I don't have to do everything today. There is a time to study and a time to act; a time to learn and a time to teach; a 
time to work and a time to rest; a time to be hospitable and a time to receive hospitality; a time to minister to one 
and a time to minister to one hundred. 
The ministry God wants us to have, the love he wants us to show, and the gifts he desires us to exercise will all have 
their place "in the fullness of time." 
In God's plan for our lives, every day can have a different emphasis, each month a different thrust, each year a 
different tone. 

OUR LORD'S SEASONS 

The example of our Lord himself encourages us to wait for God's perfect timing in each endeavor. He demonstrated 
the beauty and power of "seasonal" living. His first thirty years were a time for learning, a time for identifying with the 
people around him. Then, during the first portion of his three-year ministry, he met the "felt" needs of the multitudes. 
The last part of his ministry was spent investing deeply in the lives of a few. And finally, he came to his time to die, 
and his time for gloriously revealing his power over death. 
Jesus was aware of the music of life, so he waited for the perfect timing for each phase of his ministry. He did not 
think every need he observed was a call to action. Instead, he looked constantly to his Father to determine his 
priorities and timing. 
While he walked with his disciples, he dropped hints of his seasonal time sense. “I have told you this," he said to 
them, “so that when the time comes you will remember that I warned you. I did not tell you this at first because I was 
with you" (John 16:4).  
When his brothers wanted him to go to a feast in Jerusalem, he said. "The right time for me has not yet come" (John 
7:6).  
Probably the most dramatic manifestation of his regard for perfect timing was when messengers brought him word 
that Lazarus was dying. Knowing this, Jesus stayed where he was for two days more, until the right opportunity 
came, not just to heal but to raise someone from the dead.  
It’s a relief to me to realize that Jesus didn’t accomplish his ministry in a single day — even though he could have 
done so. On any given day in my life, I can be quickly overwhelmed as my perception of what others expect of me is 
added to my own inner drives. But if I have done adequate planning and praying for that day and that week and that 
month, I can review my priorities and relax in certain areas.  



GETTING GOD'S HELP 

I know it's time to present my schedule to the Lord whenever I feel confused and pressured. I sit down with paper, 
pencil, and a cup of coffee, and in prayer ask God to tell me what needs to be done that day, and what needs to wait. 
I write down all the things that seem to be urgent and pressing — anything that is clamoring for my attention — and 
for each of them I pray, "When is the best time to do it?" As I listen with my mind and heart yielded to him, he shows 
me what my real priorities are: Perhaps the clothes to make for the children can wait until next month, but the prayer 
needs of a friend are truly urgent; my preparation for a talk I'm giving to a women's group can be done next week, 
but the special craft project for someone's birthday must be done today. 
As I then understand the appropriate “season” for each item on the list, I relax. Taking time to pray and plan has 
enabled me to gain God’s perspective.  
Each person's schedule will be unique. Here's an exercise that can help you learn to think seasonally: 
First, make a list of the duties you believe the Lord wants you to fulfill in the next five years. This could include 
making the most of ministry opportunities, improving certain relationships, and so on. 
Second, make another list of skills or abilities you would like to develop in the coming five years.  
Third, ask the Lord to show you what his priorities are for you in each of the next five years as you pray over each 
item on both lists. Record his answers on a five-year calendar.  
This may mean that some desired pursuits will have to go on the back burner. For example, a mother of young 
children may need to limit the development of her artistic gifts for now, but these can blossom in future years and 
glorify God in a unique way. 
Fourth, use the same process to determine the emphases and priorities for each of the next twelve months, and 
record these on a calendar. 
This approach can even be employed on a weekly or daily basis. A homemaker may decide to set up a schedule like 
this: Monday — housework; Tuesday — discipling and fellowship; Wednesday — laundry and special cooking; 
Thursday — shopping; Friday — personal Bible study; Saturday — family activities: Sunday — worship and rest. 
An adult's evening schedule could include Bible study on Monday, creative projects on Tuesday, family time on 
Wednesday, and so on. 
All this doesn't mean, of course, that a housewife reads the Bible only on Fridays, or that parents talk at length with 
their children only on Wednesday nights and Saturdays. Rather, it's a way of planning that unclutters our minds and 
ensures the accomplishment of priority tasks each week. 

REFRESHMENT 

Finally, decide when you'll spend extra time both in resting and in being alone with God. 
This fifth item is important because one thing remains constant in all seasons of life: the need for periods of rest and 
for periods of quietly listening to God. In the Old Testament, God emphasizes the importance of resting on the 
Sabbath. And in the New Testament, Jesus Christ, the perfect Man, gave us the example of frequently drawing away 
from the press of activities to spend time in prayer. 
These times are not a luxury, but a necessity. They help us gain the strength to do God's will, keeping us from ex-
hausting ourselves uselessly and shortening our days. 
Paul Toumier observed, "Our outward life is a reflection of our inward life," and warned that "the worldliness of 
restlessness and fear have crept into our Christian lives." 
I love a certain line that was written about a godly woman: "She knew how to wait.” When we feel overwhelmed by 
time's limitations, let's ask the Lord to teach us how to wait. 
Then we will see how God "has made everything beautiful in its time" (Ecclesiastes 3:11). 
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